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Pictures of palm trees back-dropped by golden beaches and 
crystal clear sea, and happy, smiling faces are the images 
most New Zealanders have of the Pacific. 
 
Yet it is a region where grave human rights abuses are  
occurring. 
 
In Fiji the media is censored, the judiciary are not free from 
government interference and the police and army can act  
outside the law; freedom of expression is limited in Tonga; 
and low-lying countries like Tuvalu are fighting for their very  
survival with climate change and global warming.  
 
Some of the world’s highest levels of domestic violence are 
found in the Pacific. In Papua New Guinea, women face many 
different types of violence – violence by their husbands and 
family, rape and gang rape, sexual violence by police, ‘pay 
back’ violence against women as part of tribal fighting and 
‘sorcery’-related killings.  
 
The right’s of Australia’s indigenous people continue to be 
trampled on and here in New Zealand we are still to sign up 
to the Declaration on the Right of Indigenous Peoples and the 
Foreshore and Seabed legislation is yet to be appropriately 
replaced.  
 
The Pacific also is at risk of environmental degradation, such 
as that seen in PNG from the extractive industries operating 
there - and the associated grave human rights violations  
including violence by police, no government protection, and 
the absence of the right to remedy.  
 
In the Solomon Islands the legacy of the country’s violent 
past remains—with horrifying first-hand accounts of past 
abuses being heard before the Truth and Reconciliation  
Commission, and which must be addressed. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Throughout the world today, Indigenous  
communities continue to occupy the margins of 
social life. Even within developed states,  
Indigenous communities continue to be  
disproportionately represented in statistics for 
unemployment, substandard housing and  
ill-health.  
 
By emphasising the connections between  
Indigenous peoples’ present situation and the 
denial of their basic human rights, we can have a 
real impact on government law, policy and  
practice. 
 
In New Zealand we are now engaged in a debate 
about how to give effect to Indigenous property 
rights in foreshore-land; and how to reconcile the 
rights of Maori with those of other individuals and 
communities.  
 
The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous People (UNDRIP) was drafted over 20 
years ago, and negotiated by Indigenous peoples 
and states. 
 
The declaration is the most authoritative  
international statement on Indigenous peoples’ 
rights. In 2007, 143 states voted for it in the 
United Nations General Assembly. NZ, US,  
Canada and Australia refused to do so.  
 
While Canada and Australia have since changed 
their position New Zealand and US are yet to do 
so but NZ has indicated support for the Declara-
tion. It appears this support is likely to be quali-
fied. 
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Victim of abuse giving testimony to an AI interviewer, North Malaita, 2004.  
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The Pacific voice needs to be heard 
Here at Amnesty International Aotearoa New Zealand we are 
particularly working to: 
• support the incredibly brave and active human rights 

defenders already operating throughout the Pacific; 
• ensure that Pacific governments are held to account 

for any grave human rights abuses they are guilty of; 
• enhance the Pacific voice to make sure it is heard 

globally. 
 
Sadly,  when Tuvalu did speak out at the Copenhagen  
Climate Change Conference in December 2009 its pleas for 
the survival of its people were ignored. 
 
Which is why Amnesty plans to support Pacific Island voices 
at international fora including the Pacific Island Forum, the 
Commonwealth and the United Nations. 
 
Pacific Island Forum 
The Pacific Islands Forum is a political grouping of 16  
independent, self-governing states. Members include  
Australia, Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, 
French Polynesia, Kiribati, Nauru, New Caledonia,  
New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Republic of 
Marshal Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, 
and Vanuatu. Forum leaders meet annually to develop   
collective responses to regional issues.  
 
Amnesty International attended last year’s Forum in Cairns, 
urging leaders to stop paying lip service to gender based  
violence and to tackle it decisively. Amnesty’s lobbying  
contributed to leaders committing to eliminate gender based 
violence in the Pacific region. 

United Nations  
Amnesty will be working to encourage Pacific Island nations 
to sign up to treaties and conventions. Every four years a 
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is carried out to examine 
the human rights record of all member states. Amnesty  
International frequently comments and makes  
recommendations on these reports. 

“I'm sure we will pinpoint 
this meeting as the first 
time that Pacific leaders  
committed themselves to 
eliminating violence against 
women” 
 
 
Apolosi Bose, Pacific  
Researcher, Amnesty  
International Aotearoa NZ 

Celebrating Human Rights Defenders in the  
Pacific 
On International Human Rights Day (10  
December), last year, Amnesty  announced 
Shamima Ali as the inaugural winner of our  
Human Rights Defender Award. Shamima,  
Executive Director of the Fiji Women’s Crisis  
Centre, has been at the forefront of combating 
violence against women in the Pacific for more 
than three decades, and has been an outspoken 
critic of the current military dictatorship in Fiji. 
 
The Award grew out of the need to recognise the 
courageous, and often overlooked, work of people 
contributing to the defence and promotion of 
human rights in New Zealand and the Pacific 
region.  
 
“Amnesty International New Zealand should be 
commended for establishing this award. While 
I’m the recipient, one must remember the many 
other human rights defenders in Fiji and the rest 
of the Pacific who work just as hard. The work 
doesn’t end – every day we are challenged anew.  
And this award gives me further encouragement 
never to give up defending our rights. This is 
what makes us human.” 

TAKE ACTION 
Add your voice to our call for a region where 
human rights are respected by writing on our 
frangipani flower petition about the human 
rights that most matter to you to allow you to 
live in dignity in the Pacific. 
  
We’ll create leis of human rights messages to 
deliver to Pacific Island Forum leaders. 


