AMNESTY
INTERNATIONAL

www.amnesty.org.nz

CLUSTER BOMB SURVIVORS

Ali Oussama Joumaa’ - Lebanon

Ali Oussama Joumaa’ was 11 years old when he was injured by a cluster bomb.
Two weeks into the ceasefire between Israel and Lebanon, he was playing in the
streets near his family’s house in Houmin El, Fawka, Lebanon when he and his
three cousins found some unexploded cluster bomblets. “They were everywhere
around us. We knew that they were dangerous and we went to report them, but |
fell and my hand hit one. It exploded and my hand was badly injured,” says Ous-
sama. He was lucky not to have been more seriously injured, as cluster submuni-
tions are designed to kill.

Umarbek Pulodov - Tajikistan

The war in Tajikistan started when Umarbek Pulodov was six years old. One morning he
was playing with his brothers when cluster bombs fell on their house. As he ran outside in
panic he passed his one year old brother and sister, crying, but could not reach them to
help them. He ran into the yard in confusion, and it was not until later that he realized that
he had suffered serious injuries to his hand and to his eyes.

Eventually, after a year in hospital, his injuries healed. However one of his brothers and his uncle were killed in the
bombing. His sister and two little brothers were also injured. His sister had to have five operations, and her hands
did not work properly for several years. She also suffered head injuries, cuts to her arm and hand, and a piece of
shrapnel traveled through her abdomen. When Umarbek and his brothers and sister returned to their home after
their time in hospital there were still unexploded bomblets in the house and garden. His family threw all the bomblets
they could find into the river so that children could not play with them.

Adnan Maloku - Kosovo

Y On 17 August 1999, the Maloku family went swimming at a small lake nearby their home village
il of Nerodimlje in Kosovo. Seven-year-old Adnan came across a yellow metal object, which he did
i not realise was an unexploded BLU-97 cluster munition deployed by the US during air strikes. The
bomblet exploded when his elder brother, Gazmend, dropped it and killing him and their father
instantly and injuring Adnan’s left arm and leg. When Adnan'’s sister, 14-year-old Sanije went
B back to the site to pick up the family’s belongings she also she stepped on a cluster munition
and was killed instantly. After receiving medical treatment, Adnan returned to school in January
2000. When interviewed in 2005 at the age of thirteen, Adnan said his left arm remained weak
and he could not lift heavy things. He lives with his elder sister Ymrije and their mother, who re-
mains deeply traumatized, on the father’'s 62-euro monthly pension. Source: Handicap Interna-
“ tional
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