__/__/2008
Hem Bahadur Gurung 
Inspector General of Police

Police Headquarters

GPO Box 407, Naxal

Kathmandu

Nepal

Dear Inspector General,
I write to express my serious concern for Rita Mahato (30), a health counsellor with the Women’s Rehabilitation Centre (WOREC) in Nepal.  
In June 2007 Rita Mahato was threatened with rape and death when her office in Siraha district was attacked by men from her community who objected to WOREC’s work to defend the rights of women and dalits (a member of a socially and economically marginalised caste).  When staff went outside to confront the group, bricks were thrown at them before the attackers fled.  Despite these criminal acts, the police have failed to initiate any investigation into the incident.

I strongly call on you to take all possible measures to ensure the safety of women human rights defenders, particularly in rural areas.

I urge you and your administration to develop a national plan of action to implement the United Nations Declaration enabling human rights defenders to carry out their legitimate work without fear of reprisals.

Please do all in your power to ensure the safety of Rita Mahato is secured and the perpetrators of this crime are brought to justice.  

Yours sincerely,
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