July 2008

Prime Minister of Canada

Office of the Prime Minister
80 Wellington Street
Ottawa
K1A 0A2
Canada
Dear Prime Minister,

In light of the recent release of the shocking video of Omar Khadr’s interrogation as a minor, I write to urge you to call for his immediate repatriation to Canada and for him to be tried in Canada in an ordinary court or be released. 
This 21 year old Canadian national was taken into US custody when he was just 15 years old and the video shows Canadian officials interrogating him when he was 16 years old, without legal representation. He has been held in Guantanamo Bay for over six years where he has been subjected to cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment including torture. 
In violation of international law and standards, Omar Khadr's young age at the time of his capture has never been taken into account by the US authorities. Instead of having his status as a minor recognised, Omar Khadr was designated along with hundreds of other detainees including other children, as an 'enemy combatant', a status unrecognised in international law. 

Successive Canadian governments, including yours, have repeatedly stressed that it sought and received assurances from US authorities that Omar Khadr was being treated humanely in detention at Guantánamo Bay. However, it appears the Canadian government was aware that he was being subjected to so-called “stress and duress” techniques
. 
I find such treatment of any human being especially a young boy such as Omar totally abhorrent and urge you to call on the US government to 

· Abandon all cases in the fundamentally flawed military commission system,
· Remove anyone who was a child at the time of their alleged crime from the military commission process, which has no juvenile justice provisions whatsoever,
· Should the military commission continue to proceed in Omar’s case, the Canadian government must demand that any information collected under torture and/or ill-treatment be excluded from the proceedings.
Omar is a Canadian national and it is your duty as Prime Minister to ensure that your government intervenes and ensure that his human rights are fully respected.
Yours sincerely
---signature----
� Documents released on 10 July 2008 (following a December 2007 Supreme Court of Canada decision that Omar Khadr should be granted access to some of the records of his interrogation by Canadian officials in 2003 and 2004) 








