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SLUMS: HUMAN RIGHTS LIVE HERE

Everyone has the right to adequate housing.
As part of the ‘Demand Dignity’ campaign
Amnesty International Aotearoa New Zealand is
focussing on slums to highlight the fact that
human rights live there as well.

Slums are currently home to more than 200,000 &

communities across the globe, with over one
billion people living without proper housing.

People living in slums face obvious deprivation
of resources and assets. Not only are they
denied the right to adequate housing, but they
are excluded from basic services such as safe
water, sanitation, health and education. Here
residents rarely have security of tenure, placing
them at constant risk of forced eviction.

A forced eviction is the removal of people against
their will from their homes or the land they
occupy, when that removal takes place without
legal protections and other safeguards.
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The number of land disputes, land confiscations
and evictions, including forced evictions, reported
in Cambodia has steadily risen in recent years.
Victims are almost exclusively marginalised
families and individuals living in poverty.

In 2008 alone, Amnesty International received
reports of 27 forced evictions, affecting an
estimated 23,000 people. A further 22 evictions
were recorded, but scant details made it
impossible to distinguish whether or not they
were conducted properly. Many forced evictions
in rural areas go unreported.

“It’s like dumping people to death... Execution by
way of starvation...” - Leng Soheap

Leng Soheap, a 48-year-old mother of three, was forcibly
evicted from her home in Sambok Chab in May-June
2006. She and her family were resettled in Andong
(pictured above).

Sopheap found life hard in Andong. The land was empty
and flooded. There were no houses, clean water,
electricity, toilets or jobs. She earned less than half a
dollar a day selling palm cakes and could not make
enough to feed herself or her children. Sopheap, who is
living with HIV, also lost access to health facilities on
which she depended. She needs to attend a clinic
regularly to get free anti-retroviral treatment.

“Living there was not feasible,” she explained. “This
[resettlement] had nothing to do with helping people.
They were already poor, now they are more impoverished
and miserable.”

After only a few months in Andong, Sopheap moved back
to the city, leaving her children with two non-
governmental organisations. She and her partner now
squat in the streets near where she used to live.

She has found some work selling sugar cane and sends
money back to her children, but does not have enough to
rent somewhere to live.

All the poor neighbourhoods where rental housing used to
be available have been or soon will be demolished,
according to Sopheap, leaving her with few options and
little security as she tries to rebuild her life.
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150,000 CAMBODIANS AT

RISK OF FORCED EVICTION

:_.\ Some 150,000 Cambodians are known
to be at risk of losing their homes in the
wake of land disputes, land grabbing,

' and development projects. Tens of

P o thousands have already been forcibly

— . = evicted in recent years, many left

“aa& & homeless. But Human Rights have a

¢ home here too.

TAKE ACTION

Add your name and message to the cardboard walls of our slum house and we
will send them, along with a letter to the Cambodian Prime Minister, Hun
Sen, urging him to:

. End all forced evictions;

. Ensure that all past victims of forced evictions receive an effective
remedy, including access to justice and adequate compensation;

.  Ensure that people living in deprived areas and informal settlements
have equal access to public services and can participate in developing
and implementing solutions to ensure adequate housing;

.  Ensure that all people who may be affected by land development are
accorded the legal protections to which they are entitled under
international standards.

HOUSING IS A L
HUMAN RIGHT

Amnesty International is a global movement of 2.2 million people in more than 150 countries and territories
who campaign to end grave abuses of human rights.

Qur vision is for every person to enjoy all the rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
DEMAND DIGNITY and other international human rights standards.
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